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INTRODUCTORY. 


'This  Sermon,  was  prepared  and  preached  in  the  or¬ 
dinary  course  of  the  Authors  pastoral  duty.  He  offers 
no  apology  for  presenting  to  his  people,  his  views  on 
matters  of  great  public  moment.  Not  to  expose  and 
rebuke  one  of  the  greatest  organic  iniquities  which  the 
world  ever  saw,  and  to  seggest  duties,  resulting  from 
our  relation  thereto,  would  he  treason  to  the  right. 
Recent  attempts  here  and  elsewhere,  to  dictate  to  Min¬ 
isters  of  Religion  the  nature  and  limits  of  their  in- 
structions,  only  make  it  more  imperative  to  vindicate 
the  truth. 

It  was  expected  that  these  thoughts  would  have  no 
further  utterance  than  from  the  author’s  lips.  But  the  | 
very  special  and  earnest  request  of  many  hearers,  has 
induced  the  publication  from  the  press. 


FACTS  AND  DUTIES  OF  THE  TIMES. 


Matt.  16  :  3.  Can  ye  not  discern  the  signs  of  the  times  ? 


Were  a  stranger  from  another  continent  to  visit  us, 
he  would  naturally  ask,  what  means  this  intense  excite¬ 
ment  of  the  public  mind,  which  I  see  around  me?  this 
deep  earnestness  on  every  man’s  face?  an  excitement 
which  reveals  itself  in  every  newspaper — enters  every 
meeting  of  citizens,  and  awakens  the  voice  of  the  pulpit? 

It  means  that  an  event  which  some  of  us  had  lono’ 

O 

predicted — and  predicted  to  unbelieving  ears — has  now 
burst  on  us  like  a  thunder-bolt.  A  power  has  long  ex¬ 
isted  in  our  country,  which  has  in  it  the  frightfullest 
elements  of  mischief.  Years  ago  we  watched  its  stealthy 
tread,  as  it  cautiously,  yet  with  keen  eye  and  large  fore¬ 
cast,  crept  upward  to  the  seat  of  supreme  power.  We 
pointed  out  the  threatening  peril :  and  told  that  the 
demon  glow  of  that  eye  betokened  evil.  But  the  mon- 
ster  instead  of  being  met  with  manliness  and  sent  howl¬ 


ing  back  to  his  own  vile  swamps  and  worn  out  planta¬ 
tions,  was  coaxed,  was  pacified  when  he  growled  by 
throwing  to  him  some  part  of  our  rights  and  principles. 
Thus  encouraged  by  supineness  and  cowardice,  he  has 
at  last  made  his  deadly  spring; — his  fangs  are  in  our 
flesh — his  bloody  jaws  are  at  our  throats — our  life¬ 
blood  is  flowing.  Now  we  begin  to  feel  experimentally 
the  peril :  now  in  wild  alarm  we  look  about  for  help, 
and  distractedly  cry  out,  “what  shall  we  do”?  We 
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1  .  '  " 

are  glad  to  hear  the  inquiry,  as  the  token  of  returning 

I  national  consciousness  and  raason.  We  shall  try  to 

«/ 

i  give  such  an  answer  as  befits  a  Christian  Teacher,  un¬ 
folding  the  Gospel  in  all  its  applications.  But  I  shall 
be  compelled  to  state  truths  which  may  be  very  un¬ 
pleasant,  though  designed  for  our  good.  Hear  me 
therefore  with  candor. 

t 

I  will  state  1st.  Some  prominent  facts ,  unfolded,  or 
unfolding  themselves,  to  the  country. 

There  was  early  admitted  into  the  United  States  an 
!  element  of  evil,  which  has  developed  itself  in  a  series 
of  frightful  enormities.  1  speak  of  the  Slave  Power. 
Indeed  in  all  my  remarks,  I  shall  have  little  or  nothing 
to  say  of  individuals,  of  their  misdeeds  or  characters ; 
they  are  but  agents  of  a  greater  power  behind  them. 
For  he  must  have  been  a  most  careless  observer,  who 
has  not  adverted  to  the  fact,  that  in  all  communities, 
ideas,  or  principles,  govern ;  that  individuals,  are  but 
the  exponents,  almost  necessary  exponents  and  agents 
of  those  ideas.  Who  governs  England?  Not  Victoria. 
Not  Palmerston,  not  the  Parliament.  There  are  certain 
!  great  ideas ,  which  control  the  people.  Let  the  little 
woman,  who  is  called  queen,  oppose  those  ideas,  her 
i  j  throne  would  fall  like  a  card  house  blown  by  the  wind. 
Let  her  Ministers  do  it,  they  would  walk  out  of  power, 

i 

as  chalf  is  driven  by  the  tempest.  We  speak  of  the 
Pope ;  of  his  infallibility,  of  his  power.  But  poor  old 
Pius  9th,  neither  governs  Borne  nor  the  Popedom. 
Popery  is  an  idea :  it  has  got  itself  embodied  in  forms, 
doctrines,  hierarchies ;  it  is  a  power,  with  organic  unity 
and  permanent  existence.  The  decrepid  priest  who  is 
elected  Pope,  is  only  the  exponent  of  that  idea.  In 
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our  antagonism  to  Popery,  we  have  no  special  quarrel 
with  him ;  and  no  advantage  could  be  gained  if  we 
conld  put  him  out  of  the  way,  or  any  number  of  Popes. 
Whatever  may  be  his  personal  character  or  personal 
wishes,  makes  little  or  no  difference  with  the  working 
of  Popery.  It  moves  on  through  him  or  in  spite  of  him ; 
working  according  to  its  own  nature  and  laws.  Even  if 
the  Pope  were  a  pious  man,  the  papal  idea,  or  power, 
would  still  go  on  with  its  enormities.  Whoever  con¬ 
sents  to  he  Pope,  does  not  consent  to  govern  popedom, 
he  only  consents,  or  is  rather  compelled,  to  he  the  ex¬ 
ponent  of  a  great  idea.  So  with  all  governments. 
Whoever  should  find  himself,  at  this  moment,  Emperor 
in  Russia  or  Austria,  would  find  himself  compelled  to 
carry  out  the  great  distinctive  ideas  which  govern  those 
lands,  or  give  place  to  some  one  who  would. 

So  with  the  Slave  Power.  It  has  organic  unity  and 
permanent  existence.  Admitted  to  share  in  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  it  has  its  own  tendencies,  and  works  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  own  laws,  very  much  irrespective  of  the  per¬ 
sonal  character  of  those  who  are  prominent  in  its  polit¬ 
ical  movements.  Whether  the  high-minded  and  purely 
moral  Calhoun,  or  the  drunken  bully,  be  the  leader,  the 
slave  power  works  on  alike  usurping  and  atrocious. 
Of  this  power,  as  embodied  in  law,  and  working  organ¬ 
ically,  I  speak. 

1st.  This  power  has  gained  entire  possession  of  the 
government — appoints  the  great  executive,  legislative 
and  judicial  officers — controls  our  diplomacy — makes 
our  laws— decides  the  questions  of  war  and  peace. 

2d.  It  controls  to  a  great  extent  the  Christianity  of 
the  land — the  great  ecclesiastical  bodies  listen  to  its 
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defenders  with  deference — never,  in  official  form,  ex¬ 
press  authoritative  rebuke — most  <  f  them  admit  it  to 
the  pulpit  and  the  communion.  This  power  dictates  to 
the  Sabbath  School  Union,  and  the  Tract  Society,  in 
insolent  tone,  and  is  meekly  obeyed. 

3d.  It  is  incessantly  aggressive.  Restless  and  watch¬ 
ful,  it  usurps  new  powers,  and  at  each  movement 
encroaches  more  and  more  on  the  rights  of  bond  and 
free. 

4th.  It  is  utterly  faithless.  No  treaties  can  bind  it; 
no  constitution  restrain  it ;  no  laws  repress  it ;  no 
pledges,  compacts,  promises,  or  corn-promises,  fetter  it. 
If  it  wants  the  territory  of  a  weak  neighbor,  it  steals 
it.  If  the  constitution  is  in  its  way,  that  is  trampled 
under  foot.  It  robs  the  mail — it  violates  oaths — disre¬ 
gards  pledges — it  is  a  lie. 

5th.  It  is  a  system  of  brute  force — brute  force  made 
cruel  and  remorseless  by  long  and  early  habit.  It 
keeps  its  own  victims  in  the  dust  by  ignorance;  and 
then,  if  some  symptoms  of  manhood  appear,  cuts  it  out 
with  the  lash,  or  crushes  it  out  by  the  slow  torture  of 
plantation  discipline ;  and  if  these  do  not  answer,  goes 
to  work  with  blood  hounds,  rifle  balls,  and  roasting 
alive.  Thus  flushed  with  its  own  cowardly  victories 
over  the  helpless,  it  cannot  bear  opposition,  and  uses 
the  only  logic  it  is  skillful  in — that  of  clubs  and  pistols. 
For  years  it  has  overawed  debates  in  Congress,  by  con¬ 
stant  threats  of  personal  violence.  At  length,  as  the 
overseer  selects  the  noblest  and  manliest  slave  to  break 
him  in,  as  a  terror  to  the  rest,  this  power,  selected  the 
purest,  loftiest,  most  loved  man,  the  highest  in  intellect, 
in  station,  and  power,  and  with  the  stealthy  cowardice 
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of  the  assassin,  sprang  upon  him  when  utterly  helpless, 
and  caned  him  like  a  brute  :  and  left  him  in  a  condition 
which  \yll  probably  affect  his  intellect  and  health,  for 
life.  Instantly  all  the  minions  of  this  power  yell  with 
delight  —  in  the  true  spirit  of  pandemonium,  applauded 
the  crime  :  showing  that  no  individual  spite  perpetrated 
the  deed,  hut  that  the  crime  was  but  the  simple  and 
truthful  exponent  of  this  power.  Nay,  these  minions 
go  farther,  and  demand  that  every  one  who  freely  utters 
the  thoughts  of  a  free  man,  ought  to  be  shot  or  caned. 
To  such  a  frightful  extent  is  this  carried,  that  the  hahs 
of  legislation,  by  the  consent  of  all  nations  sacred  to 
debate  and  reason,  are  now,  to  the  everlasting  disgrace 
of  our  Christianity  and  our  civilization,  turned  into  a 
camp,  and  no  man  goes  into  the  hall  of  our  Congress 
who  means  to  speak  his  mind,  without  a  pistol  in  his 
pocket  to  protect  himself  from  being  murdered. 

6th.  It  is  mean  and  selfish.  It  lives  by  the  meanest 
and  lowest  of  all  robberies ;  on  the  unpaid  and  forced 
toil  of  the  poor;  compells  men,  women  and  children  to 
work  for  only  such  food  and  clothing  as  it  may  choose 
to  give  : —  it  generally  chooses  to  give  as  much  as  will 
keep  them,  as  animals,  in  good  working  condition.  It 
even  descends  to  the  lowest,  vilest,  meanest  of  all 
barbarous  vices,  breeding  and  selling  man  for  money. 

7th.  It  is  the  deadly  foe  to  freedom.  Itself  the 
incarnation  of  wrong,  and  conscious  that  it  merits  uni¬ 
versal  hatred,  it  is  and  must  be  intensely  jealous,  and 
hates  freedom,  its  natural  enemy,  with  the  instinctive 
malice  of  Satan  against  goodness.  Therefore  it  raises 
mobs,  to  torture  and  abuse  the  men  whom  it  even  sus¬ 
pects  of  uttering  or  wishing  to  utter  a  true  word  against 
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it — drives  away  ministers  whom  it  dislikes,  and  repeats 
the  persecutions  of  heathendom.  It  enacts  the  most 
bloody  laws.  The  holiest  deeds  are  crimes,  in  the  dia¬ 
bolical  code  of  this  terrible  power.  It  has  fines  and 
imprisonments  for  the  duty  of  teaching  a  sinner  to  read 
God’s  word  of  life  and  salvation — it  has  bloody  scourg¬ 
ing  for  the  mother  who  aids  her  own  pure  and  beautiful 
daughter  to  escape  from  the  house  of  bondage  and  of 
lust — it  has  the  penitentiary  for  giving  a  crumb  of  bread 
or  a  cup  of  water  to  a  perishing  fugitive  fleeing  from  its 
intolerable  atrocities  —  it  has  the  infamous  lash  for  the 
maiden  who  raises  her  hand  to  give  a  blow  in  self-de¬ 
fence  from  the  attacks  of  beastliest  desire. 

8th.  It  perverts  Government.  Government  was  de¬ 
signed  for  the  protection  of  rights;  specially  the  rights  of 
the  weak  and  the  poor.  This  power  compells  the  two 
great  organs  of  government,  the  Legislative  and  Judi- 
dicial,  into  a  foul  combination,  to  crush  the  poor.  The 
Legislature,  at  its  dictation,  enacts  laws  which  give  un¬ 
limited  power  practically  to  the  individual  tyrant,  how¬ 
ever  hateful,  dr  unken, cruel, he  may  be.  The  judicial  power 
it  compels  to  sustain  these  laws.  The  courts  will  not 
even  listen  to  the  complaints  of  the  victim.  The  very 
attempt  to  get  redress  before  a  court  of  justice,  would 
draw  down  the  heaviest  and  most  infamous  punishment, 
as  insolence  and  revolt.  In  its  hands,  government  be¬ 
comes  simply,  for  its  victims,  an  organized  and  system¬ 
atic  oppression. 

9  h.  All  these  enormities  have  reached  their  culmi¬ 
nating  point;  the  extreme  of  atrocity,  in  the  recent 
events  in  Kansas.  It  seems  as  if,  encouraged  by  the 
dastardliness  of  a  community  which  had  abjectly  sub- 


mitted  to  one  insolent  encroachment  after  another,  as  if 
lost  to  shame,  it  wished  with  brazen  face,  to  make  its 
crimes  as  public  as  possible,  and  to  exercise  its  ingenu¬ 
ity  in  devising  wrongs,  which  should  oppress  and  insult 
those  whom  it  had  duped.  It  openly  brought  to  the 
polls,  perjured  usurpers  of  the  elective  franchise,  it  en¬ 
acted  laws  more  shameless  and  bloody  than  the  Charlses 
and  Jameses  of  execrable  memory,  ever  dared  to  pro¬ 
mulgate — it  has  set  up  judges,  only  equalled  by  Jeffries, 
whom  the  world  abhors.  It  has  led  on  its  minions  to 
robberies  and  murders,  such  as  no  savage  tribes  could 
endure.  It  has  used  the  army  to  crush  out  liberty, 
like  old  despots  of  Europe — it  has  organized  bands  of 
banditti  on  the  public  highways,  who  pillage,  abuse,  or 
murder  travelers  :  it  treats  Kansas  as  the  Czar  treated 
Poland,  when  that  ill-fated  land  was  “  subdued.”  In¬ 
deed  one  may  search  all  history  for  record  of  govern¬ 
mental  crime,  and  he  will  hardly  find  an  atrocity  which 
has  not  had  its  parallel  in  Kansas. 

In  these  allegations,  the  necessities  of  time  and  space 
have  limited  me  to  general  statements.  But  all  these 
positions  can  be  verified  by  details  and  facts  full  and 
voluminous  as  they  are  painful.  Such  is  the  power 
which  now  has  its  anaconda  folds  about  our  liberties. 

It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  the  present  crisis 
has  been  precipitated  upon  us  in  a  remarkable  way  ;  in 
a  way  to  which  Providence  points,  and  says  “come  and 
see.”  The  child  of  compromise  has  been  the  tool  of 
the  Slave  Power.  Some  thirty  years  ago,  a  new  State 
asked  admission  to  the  Union,  with  its  constitution  in 
hand;, that  constitution  involved  in  it  this  powerful 
element  of  mischief.  Then  was  the  time  to  establish  a 
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line  of  just  governmental  policy;  and  give  the  death-blow 
to  the  Slave  Power.  A  resolute  stand  then  would  have 
revolutionized  the  whole  subsequent  course  of  govern¬ 
ment;  and  have  averted  the  long  train  of  evils  and  en¬ 
croachments  which  have  oppressed  and  disgraced  us, 
Some  clear-sighted  men  saw  the  crisis,  and  struggled  for 
the  right.  But  the  Slave  Power,  clear-sighted  too,  saw 
the  vital  importanceof  the  decision,  and  fought  desper¬ 
ately  ;  he  bullied — he  threatened  disunion — he  coaxed 
— he  bribed — he  even  descended  to  entreat — he  prom- 
ited  that  if  gratified  then,  he  would  never  even  ask  to 
proceed  a  step  further,  well  aware  of  his  convenient 
forgetfulness  of  all  pledges,  and  easy  violation  of  com¬ 
pacts.  The  timid  were  frightened — the  indolent  were 
wearied — the  unprincipled  were  bribed — the  ambitious 
were  lured — and  in  an  evil  hour,  right  was  sacrificed  to 
expediency  ;  justice  was  surrendered  to  threats ;  tempo¬ 
rary  peace  purchased  at  the  expense  of  lasting  and 
terrible  conflict.  Thus  by  the  admission  of  Missouri  to 
the  Union,  that  great  system  of  compromises,  previously 
shadowed  forth,  was  completely  inaugurated.  Men  con¬ 
gratulated  themselves  on  this  wonderful  discovery  in 
statesmanship,  by  which  men  could  gain  the  advantages  i 
both  of  sin  and  justice. 

Time  passed  on.  Men  thought  the  deed  done  with 
when  the  stormy  session  of  1821  ended.  But  God 
slept  not.  Retribution  slept  not.  At  length  that  very 
State,  the  first-born  child  of  compromise,  is  the  prime 
a^ent  of  these  atrocities;  out  of  its  bowels  came  the 
brood  of  banditti,  like  locusts  out  of  the  bottomless  pit, 
to  lay  waste,  rob  and  murder;  it  bred  up  the  dema¬ 
gogues  who  led  on  the  horde  of  invaders ;  its  territory 
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in  the  land  of  pirates  and  ruffians,  so  that  no  travelers 
can  pass  up  her  rivers ;  given  up  to  Slavery  for  the 
sake  of  peace,  it  now  convulses  the  land,  for  the  sake 
of  Slavery.  America  should  study  that  fact ;  should 
inquire  how  much  wisdom  and  statesmanship  there  is  in 
compromises ;  and  how  much  is  gained  by  putting  an  j 
evil  to  sleep,  only  to  awaken  with  new  strength,  fury, 
and  determination  to  do  mischief.  A  compromise  is 
always  a  defeat  to  the  right,  for  right  ought  to  have 
success — it  is  always  success  to  the  wrong,  for  the  wrong 
should  have  only  defeat. 

Let  me  state  another  fact,  more  painful  and  humilia¬ 
ting  still.  I  fear  that  the  present  uprising  and  position 
of  the  North  on  this  matter  of  Liberty  and  Slavery,  is 
to  a  melancholy  extent  selfish:  that  it  is  not  an  uprising 
for  Justice  and  Light,  hut  for  ourselves.  If  this  seem 
uncharitable,  let  me  ask  your  attention  to  the  following 
considerations. 

| 

(a.)  The  appeals  which  I  find  made  to  the  public, 
through  most  of  our  papers  and  speeches,  are  made  to 
selfishness.  Men  are  urged  to  awake,  u  because  our 
rights  are  attacked”  —  “  because  we  are  to  be  made 
slaves.”  The  pulpit  cries  out  that  it  is  time  for  its  occu¬ 
pants  to  speak  out  “  because  our  oim  rights  and  safety 
are  in  peril.”  Indeed,  in  repeated  instances  and  in  high 
quarters,  all  lofty  and  truly  benevolent  purposes  are 
disclaimed,  in  language  like  this  for  substance :  “  not 
that  we  care  for  the  black  man,  but  now  we  must  be  up 
and  doing,  fur  our  oivn  rights  are  in  jeopardy.”  In 
very  few  papers  or  public  meetings  do  I  find  any  such 
sentiments  as  this:  “We  are  to  go  for  Justice  and 
Light,  and  for  Human  Lights,  and  for  all  men;  we  are 
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to  take  our  positon  on  these  great  ideas  and  hy  them 
conquer”  —  but  considerations  of  “ we'  and  “ our  ”  are 
put  forth  as  the  prominent  motives  to  action. 

You  will  not  understand  me,  of  course,  to  imply  that 
what  is  done  for  ourselves,  is  necessarily  selfish.  We 
have  duties  to  ourselves  as  well  as  to  others.  But  if 
we  are  aroused  to  action,  only  or  mainly,  by  a  regard 
for  ourselves  ;  or  if  the  welfare  and  wrongs  of  others, 
affect  us  little,  then  there  is  sad  evidence  of  selfishness 
in  what  we  do  for  ourselves.  Let  us  inquire  how  the 
country  has  felt  at  the  wrongs  of  others. 

(b.)  The  wrongs  of  other  men  have  moved  us  fully. 
For  two  hundred  years  there  has  been  in  this  country 

a  class  of  persons,  now  numbering  nearly  four  millions, 

*> 

equal  to  the  population  of  the  United  States  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  From  this  class  of 
persons  every  right  is  taken  away.  They  are  systemat¬ 
ically  and  cruelly  plundered  of  what  we  hold  most  dear. 
Let  me  recapitulate  the  dark  catalogue  of  their  wrongs, 
and  then  reflect  how  you  would  feel  if  these  wrongs 
were  inflicted  on  you;  and  observe  how  men  have  felt 
as  to  their  being  inflicted  on  others. 

(I).  These  men  have  no  right  to  vote,  they  never 
can  acquire  the  right,  nor  the  least  influence  over  the 
power  which  makes  the  laws.  (2).  The  laws  are  made 
by  those  whose  passions  and  interests  incline  them  to 
the  bitterest  oppression.  (3).  They  have  no  right  to 
wages.  (4).  They  are  compelled  to  labor  for  life,  or 
whatever  may  be  given  them  by  selfishness,  pride,  or 
passion.  (5).  They  live  in  compulsory  ignorance.  (6). 
They  can  give  their  children  no  education;  but  are 
punished  for  the  attempt  to  do  what  God  and  human 
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instincts  make  it  their  duty  to  do.  (7).  They  have  no 
right  to  their  own  children.  (8).  Any  brute  monster 
can  breed  and  sell  his  own  children  like  cattle.  (9).  He 
has  no  right  to  emigrate.  (10).  The  attempt  to  emi¬ 
grate  is  punished  with  horrible  torture.  (11).  He  has 
no  right  of  self-defence.  (12).  If  a  man  dares  to  ward 
off  the  blow  of  a  brutal  overseer,  if  woman  strikes  for 
her  chastity,  it  becomes  a  crime.  (13).  They  have  no 
protection  from  the  courts,  if  actually  murdered  in 
the  presence  of  thousands  of  colored  witnesses,  no  pun¬ 
ishment  follows.  Though  multitudes  of  them  are  mur¬ 
dered,  rarely  is  the  murderer  punished.  (14).  Any 
punishment  can  be  inflicted,  even  the  vilest,  with¬ 
out  court  or  judge,  trial  or  jury.  (15).  At  the 
passion  or  caprice  of  a  man  or  woman,  brutal,  drunk  or 
i  desperate,  they  may  be  stripped,  flogged  or  tortured. 

(16) .  Without  crime  alleged,  without  possibility  of  aid, 
they  may  be  hand-cuffed  like  felons,  chained  to  a  gang, 
transported,  and  sold  for  life,  from  family  and  children. 

(1 7) .  For  more  horrible  punishment  than  our  laws 
inflict  on  the  vilest  criminals,  they,  though  innocent, 
have  no  redress.  Such  is  the  system,  though  some 
humane  men  do  by  no  means  inflict  all  the  evils  which 
the  system  allows  them  to  do 

•j 

What  has  been  the  state  of  the  northern  mind,  when 
others  have  been  thus  outraged,  in  one  portion  of  the 
country  ?  Has  there  been  awakened  a  deep  sympathy? 
a  holy  indignation?  Has  stern  and  persistent  rebuke 
been  administered  to  such  enormities  ?  Have  the  great 
principles  of  right  and  justice  been  demanded  to  the 
utmost  extent  to  which  our  power  could  reach  ?  Or 
have  not  indifference  and  selfishness  been  prominent 
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characteristics  of  the  public  feeling  as  developed  in  the 
great  organs  of  public  sentiment  ?  The  press  has  vir¬ 
tually  said,  “  it  is  none  of  our  business ;  let  us  have  no 
agitation  of  the  matter.”  The  Churches ,  as  represented 
in  our  great  ecclesiastical  bodies,  have  tried  to  evade 
all  discussion  of  these  wrongs — have  kept  silence  when 
they  could,  and  have  spoken  vaguely  and  ambiguously, 
when  forced  to  an  utterance.  Seldom  has  been  heard 
from  them,  in  official  action,  any  noble  and  lofty  plea 
for  right,  and  indignation  at  the  wrong.  Dancing,  the 
petty  frivolity  of  youth,  at  the  very  worst,  has  been 
decidedly  rebuked  in  the  highest  ecclesiastical  bodies, 
which  have  no  hearty  words  of  sympathy  for  the 
wronged,  or  rebuke  for  the  enormous  crimes  of  Slavery. 
The  great  political  parties  have  either  ignored  the 
wrongs  of  the  slave  or  directly  aided  the  oppressor. 
The  men  who  have  maintained  the  great  ideas  of  right 
and  justice  for  all  men,  have  been  denounced  as  fanat¬ 
ics,  and  hunted  down  as  incendiaries.  As  expressed  in 
the  great  organs  of  public  sentiment,  the  North  has 
said,  “  crush  men  and  men’s  rights,  who  are  of  a  cer-  j 
tain  color,  just  as  much  as  you  please;  we  care  not  if 
our  rights  are  untouched.”  Do  such  facts  indicate  jus¬ 
tice  or  selfishness. 

Again,  public  sentiment  has  developed  itself  very 
extensively,  in  the  following  sentiment :  “  We  have  no 
design  nor  wish,  to  interfere  with  Slavery  in  the  States, 
where  by  law  it  now  exists.”  Legislatures,  papers  and 
political  platforms,  have  expressed  this  opinion  in  so 
many  forms,  that  it  may  fairly  be  taken  as  the  general 
sentiment.  It  is  considered  a  fair,  honorable  and  right 
position. 
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Now  if  by  the  position  is  meant,  that  we  have  no  de¬ 
sign  to  interfere  bv  dishonorable,  unlawful,  unchristian 
means,  well.  But  I  fear  that  is  not  the  meaning.  It 
expresses  a  purpose  to  do  nothing,  to  care  nothing  about 
Slavery  within  certain  limits.  There,  this  -great  despotic 
power  may  reign  unmolested  and  unrebuked— may 
work  its  will — slay,  wrong  and  oppress  to  satiety.  Nay 
more,  if  one  of  its  victims  climbs  out  of  the  pit  and  comes 
among  us,  we  will  toss  him  back  to  you  for  vengence. 
This  public  sentiment,  consigns  millions  over  to  an  op¬ 
pression  of  the  direst  form.  It  expresses  virtually,  a 
bargain  :  “  if  you  will  not  come  over  a  certain  line  and 
oppress  us,  you  may  wrong  the  colored  man  as  much  as 
you  please  ”  Is  that  selfishness  ? 

There  is  still  another  fact,  which  I  am  yet  more  re¬ 
luctant  and  sad  to  disclose.  When  the  “  Free  State 
Constitution ”  of  Kansas  was  framed,  there  was  either 
incorporated  into  it,  or  there  was  submitted  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  along  with  it,  as  a  distinct  proposition  to  be  voted 
on,  an  enactment,  that  colored  men  should  not  be  allow¬ 
ed  to  reside  in  the  State.  The  white  man,  good  or  bad, 
ignorant  and  debased,  might  reside  there  and  have  all 
his  rights  protected  :  the  colored  man,  however  honest 
or  industrious,  or  intelligent,  is  prohibited  to  set  foot 
on  the  soil.  Their  own  rights,  as  a  class  or  caste,  are 
carefully  guarded:  the  rights  of  others,  cruelly  outraged. 
Does  such  a  course  indicate  justice  ?  or  selfishness  ? 

Then  as  the  only  other  fact  to  which  I  have  now  time  to 
advert,  I  ask  vou  to  reflect  on  the  marked  retribution, 
which  the  providential  arrangements  of  Gfod  are  now  un¬ 
folding.  Let  me  ask  you  to  inquire  what  present  lessons 
they  enforce  :  what  warnings  they  give  for  the  future. 


i 
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The  Free  State  citizens  of  Kansas,  when  possessed 
of  power,  designed  to  forbid  the  residence  among  them 
of  a  certain  class  of  citizens  on  account  of  color ;  and 
of  course  intended  to  put  them  out,  if  actually  found 
there.  As  they  measured  to  others,  it  has  been  meas¬ 
ured  to  them  again.  Another  class  of  persons  obtained 
the  power  in  that  Territory,  and  either  keep  out,  or 
drive  out  those  same  Free  State  citizens.  How  exact 
and  startling  the  retribution  poured  into  their  cup.  Nay 
more,  unpopular  and  unpalatable  as  the  question  may 
be,  I  must  inquire  why  are  not  both  equally  justifiable  ? 
If  Free  State  men  may  rightfully  drive  out  one  class  of 
persons,  because  their  color  is  objectionable — why  may 
not  pro-Slavery  men  drive  out  another  class  of  persons 
because  their  principles  are  objectionable  ?  What  right 
have  they  to  complain,  when  they  are  made  to  drink 
of  the  cup  they  mingled  for  others  ? 

Again  :  for  years  past,  a  class  of  persons  have  en¬ 
deavored  to  emigrate  from  the  Southern  States  to  Can¬ 
ada  ;  to  do  so  peaceably,  for  the  purpose  of  quiet  set¬ 
tlement  in  that  northern  region.  The  great  Slave  Pow¬ 
er  was  enraged  :  and  made  fearful  threats.  To  pacify 
him,  the  Northern  States  undertook  the  base  work  re¬ 
quired  of  them,  fit  only  for  blood  hounds.  They  im¬ 
peded  this  emigration  in  every  practicable  way ;  seized 
the  emigrants  in  the  cars ;  dragged  them  out  of  steam 
boats  ;  ferreted  them  out  of  hiding  places  ;  shot  down 
those  who  resisted ;  prostituted  the  law  for  their  con¬ 
demnation  ;  and  hurled  them  back  to  the  hell  whence 
they  escaped.  So  northern  men  abased  themselves 
at  the  feet  of  this  insolent  power. 
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Now  ,in  righteous  retribution,  this  despot,  whom  men 
endeavored  to  propitiate  by  crawling  in  the  dust,  to  do 
his  base  work,  treats  the  North  as  the  North  treated  the 
Slave  :  forbids  our  emigrants  to  enter  or  pass  through 
his  territory ;  drags  them  out  of  steamboats — shoots 
them,  if  they  resist ;  and  sends  them  back,  like  a  cargo 
of  felons,  to  the  land  whence  they  came.  Ingenious  in 
insult,  he  compels  us  to  outrage  the  fugitive,  and  then 
compels  us  to  drink  the  same  cup.  Thus  ever  will  the 
Slave  Power,  treat  men  of  all  colors  as  Slaves — till  the 
same  rights  are  claimed  for  men  of  all  colors. 

But  in  my  view  this  retribution  is  more  marked  in 
the  craven  spirit  which  has  come  over  the  Free  States. 
We  have  encouraged  a  dastardly  spirit  in  the  Slave  ; 
we  have  counselled  unresisting  submission  to  the  most 
atrocious  oppressions  ;  we  have  deemed  it  a  crime  for 
the  Slave  to  fight  for  his  Liberty ;  we  have  known  them 
to  he  shot,  tortured,  or  burned  alive,  for  the  uprising  of 
manhood  :  and  have  virtually  said,  “  let  it  he  done.” 

Well,  the  Slave  is,  for  the  most  part,  cowardly.  But 
the  same  craven  spirit  has  come  over  the  North,  as  the 
Jew  was  smitten  with  the  very  plague,  which  his  own 
merchandize  had  introduced  into  Venice.  When  our 
emigrants  come  in  sight  of  their  enemies,  they  give  up 
their  arms  and  flee,  like  slaves — we  have  yet  to  hear 
of  the  first  band  of  emigrants  that  has  had  the  courage 
to  fight.  Our  emigrants  now  steal  across  the  border 
into  Kansas,  in  silence  and  sadness,  as  a  Fugitive  Slave 
stealthily  creeps  across  our  land.  This  abject  spirit 
cleaves  to  us  as  a  leprosy.  In  all  political  assemblages, 
the  Slave  Power  commands,  the  North  cringes.  The 
pro-Slavery  man  comes  northward  and  is  treated  with 
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courtesy :  the  anti-Slavery  man  goes  south,  and  is  flogged, 
or  tarred  and  fethered.  It  is  meekly  borne,  as  being 
our  just  due.  In  our  national  councils,  till  recently,  men 
trembled  and  obeyed  at  the  uplifted  rod  of  the  Slave 
Power.  In  our  great  Ecclesiastical  bodies,  the  Slave 
Power  forbids  all  explicit,  Christian  rebuke,  of  its  sins. 
The  Church  obeys.  Our  great  National  Publishing  So¬ 
cieties,  abjectly  inquire  of  this  insolent  power,  how  much 
of  truth  they  may  print ;  and  at  his  dictation,  servilely 
cut  out  and  mangle  some  of  the  noblest  thoughts  of 
Christian  minds.  The  slavish  spirit  we  have  inculcated 
has  infected  us. 

Further  :  the  holy  name  and  authority  of  law  has 
been  prostituted.  There  exist  in  certain  portions  of  our 
country,  legislative  enactments  which  are  simply  the 
embodiment  of  iniquity.  These  statutes  punish  virtues, 
as  crimes.  Teaching  the  ignorant  to  read ;  emigration 
to  freedom;  woman’s  defence  of  her  own  chastity;  the 
*  father’s  claim  to  his  own  child ;  are  crimes  punishable 
with  horrible  penalties.  The  commonest  offices  of 
humanity  to  the  poor  and  oppressed,  fleeing  from 
oppression,  is  a  crime.  Then  again,  crime  is  required 
by  some  of  these  enactments  ;  men  are  legally  bound 
to  the  vile,  wicked  and  revolting  act,  of  aiding  in  the 
capture  and  forcible  extradition  of  the  heroic  men  and 
women  who  flee  from  oppression.  We  have  baptized 
these  enactments  by  the  holy  name  of  law  ;  obedience 
to  them  has  been  required  as  a  duty,  because  they  were 
laiv.  Those  who  refused  to  obey;  who  oppose  such 
enactments,  were  stigmatized,  as  incendiaries,  as  traitors 
to  law.  Though  some  of  these  laws,  in  addition  to  then- 
inherent  iniquity,  were  driven  through  by  threats  and 
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bribery,  yet  as  law,  we  must  obey  them  without  inquiring 
into  their  rightfulness.  The  direst  evils  have  been  pre¬ 
dicted,  if  men  were  allowed  to  set  up  their  own  sense 
of  right  against  the  law. 

Well,  we  have  taught  the  Slave  Power  a  lesson.  He 
has  well  learned  it.  In  righteous  retribution,  he  is  com¬ 
pelling  us  to  drink  the  cup  he  was  taught  to  mingle. 
In  Kansas,  are  laws  for  the  white  man,  just  about  as 
atrocious  as  in  Carolina,  are  laws  for  the  colored  man. 
Death  and  the  penitentiary,  are  penalties  for  exercising 
some  of  the  plainest,  commonest  human  rights.  The 
bloody  code  of  Kansas,  is  simply  Slave  law  applied  to 
the  Free  State  white  man.  We  complain.  But  the 
Slave  Power,  in  taunting  scorn,  throws  our  own  lessons 
into  our  teeth.  It  is  the  laiv  ;  you  are  not  to  go  behind 
the  law,  and  use  your  private  judgment  as  to  its  right- 
fulness,  or  the  mode  of  its  enactment.  It  is  the  law. 
Law  must  be  enforced.  Law  shall  be  enforced.  Trai¬ 
tors  to  law,  “  must  be  subdued." 

Thus  have  we  taught  the  Slave  Power,  that  if  he  will 
only  get  iniquity  framed  into  law  he  may  oppress  the 
black  man :  by  a  more  impressive  retribution,  he  uses 
our  doctrines  to  oppress  the  white  man. 

Once  more.  A  convenient  agency  was  to  be  found 
wherewith  to  establish  Slaveiy  by  force,  in  new  terri¬ 
tory — to  embroil  the  whole  country  in  fierce  conflict. 
Do  you  suppose  it  was  chance,  or  Providence,  which 
directed  the  atrocity  to  be  committed  by  an  agent  which 
should  show  how  sin  meets  with  retribution  ?  just  as 
when  one  drinks  of  the  poison  which  he  had  mingled  for 
his  friend.  Years  ago  we  said  to  the  Slave  Power,  take 
Missouri,  if  you  will  promise  to  go  no  farther.  So  he 
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took  it ;  planted  its  own  barbarous  institutions  there ; 
reared  up  his  own  natural  progeny  of  violence  and  law¬ 
lessness.  Then  as  if  in  scorn,  he  takes  up  this  same 
State,  which  we  so  wickedly  gave  into  his  hands,  and 
wields  it,  as  the  great  instrument  for  spreading  his 
power  further;  and  of  insulting  and  crushing  us.  We 
allowed  him  to  curse  that  immense  and  beautiful  State 
with  his  own  savage  institutions;  now  that  State  is 
cursing  the  land  with  violence  and  blood.  The  child  of 
sin  rises  up  to  punish  the  crime. 

Thus  is  that  great  Slave  Power  which  our  politicians 
have  petted ;  which  our  Churches  have  feared  or  fon¬ 
dled  ;  which  the  country  has  fed  and  fattened  with  the 
sacrifice  of  right  and  justice, — by  a  holy  retribution 
allowed  to  put  her  foot  on  our  necks,  and  his  hand  to 
our  throats. 

2.  What  then  is  our  duty,  as  a  nation  ?  Unhesita¬ 
tingly  I  answer :  repentance ;  profound  repentance ; 
repentance  for  our  want  of  sympathy  when  fellow-men 
were  outraged ;  repentance  for  practical  co-operation 
with  this  great  oppressor  and  scourge  of  mankind; 
repentance  for  indifference  to  the  woes  and  wrongs  of 
the  poor.  More  fit,  noble  and  manly,  it  is,  to  repent. 
Most  appropriate  in  this  hour  of  our  country’s  peril ; 
this  crisis  in  our  country’s  history,  is  repentance  for 
these — our  sins. 

How  can  we  expect  the  help  of  God,  unless  we  repent? 
The  contest  with  the  Slave  Power  is  one  of  eventful, 
it  may  be  fatal,  moment.  If  that  power  now  triumphs, 
no  mind  can  foresee  the  extent  of  the  disaster.  Either 
bloody  conflicts,  or  the  complete  mastery  of  that  power 
over  the  whole  land  must  be  the  result.  But  that 
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power  is  sagacious  and  strong ;  it  has  been  accustomed 
to  victory ;  it  has  power,  money,  patronage,  and  mili¬ 
tary  force ;  it  has  the  insolence  of  conscious  strength ; 
its  opponents  have  been  timid  and  irresolute.  The 
struggle  will  be  no  child’s  play.  We  need  the  help  of 
God,  that  He  would  incline  men’s  hearts  to  hear  the 
truth,  to  love  the  right,  to  act  for  freedom  and  justice. 
Oh  !  if  God  should  leave  the  masses  of  this  people  to 
blindness  and  passion,  they  will  dash  headlong  on  a 
career  of  national  sin  and  folly,  such  as  the  world  has 
never  seen. 

But  how  can  we  expect  the  help  of  God  unless  we 
repent  ?  For  unpalatable  as  the  truth  may  be,  it  is  yet 
true,  that  God  loves  the  colored  man — values  his  rights  ; 
feels  outrages  on  him ;  no  less  than  he  regards  the 
rights  and  wrongs  of  the  white  man.  Every  blow 
inflicted  on  the  meanest  slave  in  the  cotton  fiield,  He 
feels,  no  less  than  those  stripes  which  came  down  on 
that  greatest  and  noblest  of  New  England’s  sons.  Will 
He  hear  our  prayer  if  we  have  no  sympathy  with  him  ? 
if  our  foot  is  on  our  brother’s  neck  ? 

Suppose  the  men  of  Kansas  meet  for  prayer.  Their 
cry  is  :  u  Oh  God,  deliver  us  from  our  oppressors  ;  we 
are  driven  away  like  beasts,  and  have  no  rest  for  the 
soles  of  our  feet.  Grant  us,  we  beseech  Thee,  thine 
aid might  they  not  be  most  righteously  answered  by 
God :  “  Inasmuch  as  by  your  own  act,  you  have  vir¬ 
tually  voted,  to  brand,  insult,  and  drive  away  ‘the  least 
of  these  my  brethren,  ye  did  it  unto  me.’  You  drove  me 
from  your  State,  and  do  you  now  expect  my  aid  ?  Do 
you  ask  my  help  to  establish  injustice  ?  Never.  Give 
other  men  their  rights,  then  ask  me  to  defend  your  own.” 


I 
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Would  not  that  be  just?  If  they  should  reply,  no, 
“we  have  no  design  nor  wish  to  interfere  with  Slavery 
in  the  States” — in  other  words,  “men  whose  color  we 
dislike  may  be  oppressed.”  Might  not  the  angel  reply, 
“Well  then,  suffer  oppression  yourselves,  till  you  learn 
to  feel  the  wrongs  of  others  as  well  as  your  own.” 

Or  suppose  that  we  come  in  this  eventful  hour  of  our 
country’s  peril,  and  ask  God  to  help  us.  “  Help  us  ?  to 
what  ?”  To  secure  our  rights  ;  to  establish  our  liberties. 
Might  not  God  justly  answer  us  as  a  people  :  “  I  solemnly 
charged  you  to  elect  as  rulers,  men  who  feared  me. 
You  despised  my  law.  You  placed  bad  men  in  power. 
They  are  your  oppressors.  You  must  drink  of  the  cup 
you  have  mingled,  till  you  repent.  Moreover  this  same 
evil  power  was  aided  and  petted,  when  he  crushed  and 
outraged  the  colored  man.  By  formal  compact,  you 
conceded  to  him  the  unmolested  right  to  do  so.  Now 
that  same  power,  has  his  foot  on  you.  When  you  will 
take  the  side  of  right  and  justice  ;  when  you  will  strive 
earnestly  and  honestly  for  the  rights  of  the  colored 
man,  your  brother  and  My  child,  then  expect  My  help. 
Till  then,  if  you  disregard  the  wrongs  of  the  meanest 
of  them,  ye  do  it  unto  Me.” 

If  men  say:  “Well,  then  we  can  do  without  God; 
we  can  do  it  by  votes,  by  efforts,  by  rifles.”  Try  it. 
Nations  have  tried  it.  France  tried  it.  South  America 
tried  it.  Mexico  tried  it.  We  can  repeat  the  same 
mad  and  bloody  experiment  if  we  choose.  The  flashy 
boastfulness  on  this  matter,  which  bubbles  up  out  of  the 
press  and  sometimes  from  the  pulpit,  is  as  foolish  as  it 
is  irreligious. 
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Thus  truly  penitent  before  God,  it  is  our  next  duty 
to  take  right  ground ,  in  all  our  future  contests  with  this 
Slave  Power.  Our  past  patch-work  system  of  expedi¬ 
ents  and  compromises,  has  ignored  all  truth  and 
principle;  and  has  been  a  mere  system  of  bargain  and 
sale,  for  the  sake  of  section,  party,  or  caste.  We  must 
take  the  high  ground  of  principle ;  that  there  are  cer¬ 
tain  fundamental  and  inalienable  rights  of  man ;  adhering 
to  man,  as  man,  irrespective  of  color,  race,  or  condition ; 
that  though  it  may  not  he  our  duty  to  commence  a  cru¬ 
sade  for  all  mens  rights,  yet  this  great  colossal  power 
which  has  heretofore  governed  must  he  plainly  told, 
that  we  go  for  these  rights  ;  that  we  shall  make  no  more 
compromises ;  that  he  has  no  right  to  make  or  hold  a 
single  slave;  that  the  utmost  extent  of  our  rightful, 
legal  and  constitutional  power  shall  be  used  to  sustain 
these  principles — to  discourage  Slavery;  to  help  the 
slave ;  that  we  never  mean  to  cease  our  moral  and  polit¬ 
ical  efforts  so  long  as  a  slave  exists  in  these  United 
States.  AVe  are  to  say  to  the  Slave  Power:  you  are  a 
monster,  which  the  world  abhors ;  you  are  not  to  have 
one  foot  more  of  territory ;  you  are  to  be  circumscribed 
and  weakened  in  every  practicable  way,  and  your  vic¬ 
tims  are  to  be  aided,  protected  and  encouraged  by  all 
rightful  methods.  We  do  this  not  as  partisans;  but 
because  you  are  a  stupendous  wrong.  The  Church  must 
also  do  her  duty.  Rebuking  it  in  her  assemblies ; 
excluding  it  from  her  communion ;  and  handling  it  as 
a  wrong. 

Such  is  the  only  conservative  ground.  There  are  two 
modes  of  dealing  with  acknowledged  evils.  One  is  the 
conservative ;  the  other  is  the  agitating  and  ineffectual. 
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We  have  hitherto  pursued  the  latter  course.  We  have 
manifested  just  enough  of  opposition  to  this  malignant 
Slave  Power,  to  alarm  and  exasperate;  to  keep  him 
continually  watchful  and  aggressive.  Then  uniformly 
when  he  has  become  aroused  and  prepared  for  conflict, 
the  country  has  cringed,  proposed  a  compromise,  and 
evaded  the  issue.  We  have  taken  the  most  effectual 
means  to  keep  the  country  in  perpetual  agitation ;  like 
one  stirring  and  provoking  a  wild  beast,  and  running 
away  at  his  growl ;  we  have  awakened  Slavery  by  our 
speeches,  and  resolutions,  and  when  his  teeth  opened 
hastened  to  cowardly  retreat  or  surrender.  Under  our 
system  of  temporary  expedients  and  servile  comprom¬ 
ises,  the  country  is  kept  in  endless  turmoil,  and  every 
struggle  increases  the  power  of  wrong. 

The  utter  incompatibility  of  the  two  elements  of 
Slavery  and  Liberty  in  the  same  government  may  be 
easily  illustrated.  Suppose  the  President  of  the  United 
States  should  seize  imperial  power,  and  declare  himself 
Emperor.  Every  one  sees  that  now  is  introduced  an 
element  at  war  with  our  institutions  and  ideas ;  that 
encroachment  and  perpetual  hostility  must  ensue  till 
one  or  the  other  is  completely  subdued.  One  who  holds 
that  imperial  power,  from  the  instinct  of  self-preserva¬ 
tion,  would  be  watchful  aggressive— taking  every 
practicable  means  right  or  wrong  to  confirm  his  power, 
and  consolidate  advantages  already  gained.  The  other 
element  must  do  the  same.  No  long  peace  could  be 
kept  by  any  compacts  or  compromises.  Each  must  try 
to  put  down  the  other  to  secure  itself,  till  one  or  the 
other  could  be  completely  overpowered. 
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Now  there  is  a  power,  hitherto  controlling  our  gov¬ 
ernment,  as  much  at  war  with  the  fundamental  ideas  of 
that  government,  as  if  an  Austrian  despot  were  there. 
It  ever  has  acted  out  its  nature ;  it  ever  will  do  so. 
The  Slave  Power,  embodied  in  an  oligarchy,  has  aspired 
to  supreme  power.  The  two  elements  cannot  longer 
co-exist.  One  might  as  well  take  ice  and  red-hot  melted 
iron,  and  mingle  them  harmoniously.  There  will  be 
conflict  till  one  has  overmastered  the  other. 

The  true  conservative  and  peaceful  process,  therefore, 
is  that  of  complete  submission,  or  complete  victory. 
Withdraw  from  the  contest;  let  the  Slave  Power  he 
unchecked ;  give  it  the  whole  country ;  let  it  hunt  its 
slaves,  and  chain  up  its  gangs  under  the  shadow  of 
Bunker  Hill;  give  it  the  Church  and  the  pulpit;  put  the 
gag  in  every  mouth ;  then  there  will  be  peace.  It  will 
be  the  peace  of  the  tomb ;  the  peace  of  the  plantation. 
The  peace  will  endure  till  God’s  wrath  shall  upheave 
our  land  with  the  volcanic  eruptions  of  a  servile  insur¬ 
rection.  But  if  we  are  not  prepared  for  that,  let  us 
take  the  equally  conservative  and  peaceful  proces  of 
thorough  antagonism  to  Slavery ;  let  it  he  stamped  as 
a  mighty  wrong ;  be  ejected  at  once  from  all  control  of 
the  government — he  put  out  of  the  Church  as  an  unclean 
thing — its  termination  avowedly  aimed  at  by  every 
rightful  means,  and  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment ; 
then  there  will  he  peace ;  healthful,  permanent  peace ; 
such  as  when  the  fatal  cancer,  or  the  barbed  arrow  is 
cut  out  of  the  flesh.  There  would  be  a  struggle,  but 
it  would  not  he  very  long,  nor  very  dangerous.  To  one 
or  the  other  of  these  alternatives  the  Slave  Power  will 
drive  us.  Liberty  or  Slavery  must  die,  and  that  speedily. 
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To  us,  the  men  of  this  day,  is  entrusted  the  decision 
of  this  momentous  question.  If  now,  the  giant  evil 
succeeds  in  the  governmental  crimes  he  is  perpetrating, 
his  dark  power  will  settle  down  on  the  land,  like  Egyp¬ 
tian  night.  The  nation  will  decay  into  a  mass  of  moral 
putrefaction,  like  its  predecessors  in  like  iniquities ;  and 
we  shall  become  a  curse  to  the  world,  and  hissing  among 
the  nations.  If  we  valiantly  take  the  side  of  truth  and 
right,  of  God  and  of  man,  success  is  sure — prosperity 
will  cover  our  broad  land  with  freedom,  enterprise  and 
plenty.  The  favor  of  God  will  rest  on  us.  We  shall 
go  on  with  our  country’s  mission, — -as  the  world’s  bene¬ 
factor  and  friend. 


